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HON JOHN KOBELKE — TRIBUTE 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.02 pm]: I rise to acknowledge the passing of a long-serving 
member of this house, John Kobelke. Although there will be a formal condolence motion in due course, I felt it 
was appropriate, given the parliamentary calendar, to acknowledge both the man and his career. John was the kind 
of politician who earned respect right across the political divide. He was hardworking, irrepressible in his work 
ethic and a thoroughly decent man. He was likeable, kind, intelligent and articulate. John served as the member 
for Nollamara and Balcatta from 1989 until 2013, and as Leader of the House from 2001 until 2008. He also served 
as Minister for Police and Emergency Services; Water Resources; Sport and Recreation; Indigenous Affairs; 
Consumer and Employment Protection; Labour Relations; and Employment and Training across the Gallop and 
Carpenter governments. He was also Parliamentary Secretary to the Cabinet from 1992 to 1993. Even outside 
Parliament he continued to work for Western Australia, and was a source of advice and counsel to this government 
and many members. It is no exaggeration to say that he was a mentor to many who sit in this chamber today. It is 
heartbreaking to think that this man, whom I shared an office with for four years, who was so committed to his 
state, his party and his electorate, will no longer be there. I take the opportunity now to pass on the deepest 
sympathies of my government, and I am sure others, to his family and friends, including his wife, Stephanie, and 
his sons Simon, Andrew and Carl. 

All of us who knew him will miss him. 
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